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Abstract

Objectives of this dissertation were: 1. To analytical study people’s right and
freedom by general concepts, 2. To analytical study people’s right and freedom
according to Buddhist science and 3. To propose the appropriate political right and
freedom to be adapted in Thai society.

Methodology was the qualitative method, data were collected from
document, related research and 18 key informants by in-depth-interview and from 10
participants in focus group discussion. Data were analyzed by content descriptive
interpretation.

Findings were as follows:

1. Western concept of political right and freedom is the laws that are enforced
for social justice, purity, security, safety and mental and physical growth to set the rules of
relationship between individuals or between individual and state and the sguideline for
country administration. The Eastern concept of political right and freedom is ethical and
virtuous principles based on trustworthiness, loving-kindness, legitimacy, appropriateness
and all-around knowledge. Administration is scientific, the administrative scientist must know,
observe and learn from nature to understand the natural way and administrative art the
administrator must understand all natural ways, the way of people living which is their right
and freedom. To prevent violence in line with Ahimsa, non-oppression, political right and
freedom are written in constitution, the supreme law of nation that set the rules for
administration. That is where the right and freedom come from.

2. Political Right and freedom according to Buddha. That is morality, the natural
phenomena that prevail in general of living and non-living things. If it is nature, it is normal,
because it is natural law. Morality exists normally natural. Morality is the code of ethics in
religion. It is coded in form of culture, morality, regulations, and traditions. They are Sila,



Samadhi, Panna, Vimutti, Vimuttiyanatassana. Concept of political right and freedom
according to Buddhism is peace. It is peace or pacification. It is liberty or Vinutti. It is equality.
It is It is brotherhood, being brother and sister by virtue. Concept of political right and
freedom according to Buddhist monastic concept is the right and freedom for not to torture
oneself and others. It is the democratic equality according to Saraniyadhamma 6,
state of conciliation, virtues for fraternal living, for social freedom and equality.
Brahmaviharadhamma adhering to righteousness supremacy, supported by middle path
economy., performing righteous duties to the fullest capacity by Kusalakammapadha,
Chakkavadhivatti and Rajasangahavattu. Political right and freedom at personal level must
be of 7 attributes and being modeled member of society with Sappurisadhamma 7. Political
risht and freedom at societal levels, persons must have morality in line with Sucarita, pure
conduct 3, Kusalakammapadha 10, Sila 5, beneficial to society according to 5 precepts,
being beneficial to society according to Brahmavihara 4, Sangahavattu 4, a man with good
participation according to Nathakaranadhamma 10, Saraniyadhamma 7, a man with
participation according to good governance according to Athipateyya 3, Apparihaniyadhamma
7 and a man who is state leader or country governor according to 10 royal virtues,
Chakkavadhi 12, Rajasangahavattu 4, Samaggi 3 and Agati 4.

3. The appropriate political right and freedom to be adopted in Thai society is
daily activity depending on each individual basic faith according to Kalamasutta, 10 kinds of
Buddhist faiths. Those faiths are demonstrated in Buddhist actions, called threefold actions:
bodily action, verbal action and mental action with Ovada 3, admonition of Buddha, as the
main courses to reach the target of Buddhism, or three principles under the constitution and
other related laws to guarantee the political right and freedom of individuals who perform
their daily activities. These 3 principles are: (1) not to do all evils (Sila), There must consist
of the principle of pure conduct, “not to do all evils”; not to destroy life and do harm to
oneself and others, not to take things that are not given to be one own, not to do sexual
misconducts, not to commit adultery. This is called the right and freedom to act. (2) to
behave righteously (Dana) consisting of speaking the truth, speaking the promotion, speaking
polite and sweet words and speaking only the beneficial speech. This is called “right and
freedom of speech” and (3) training to purify the mind (Panna) consisting of satisfaction with
things earned righteously, loving-kindness to others, not to think to do harm to others and
right view virtuously. This is called “right and freedom of Wisdom”.
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" Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan: Or the Matter. Form and Power of a Commonwealth
Ecclesiastical and Civil, edited by Michael Oakeshott with an introduction by Richard s. Peters
(New York : Collier Books, 1967).
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